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“Groundswell” of Climate Actions from 
New Actors 



Key questions have emerged about the 
“Groundswell” 

•  How do they relate to state 
initiatives? 

•  Are they comparable?
•  Do they ‘measure up’?
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Commitments with Explicit Emissions Impacts

Africa Clean Energy Corridor (42 tCO2e)
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Sustainable Energy for All, Energy Efficiency
The New York Declaration on Forests2.
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SIDS Lighthouse Initiative (181,044 tCO2e)
Compact of Mayors 

†

†

†Median estimates are based on the IPCC AR5.

In total, we find 
the UN Climate 
Summit 
commitments can  
bridge the 2020 
emissions gap by 
one-fifth. 

Hsu, A., et al.. “Towards a New Climate Diplomacy.”

 Nature Climate Change 5, 501–503 (2015).."



Overall, commitments lack details 

•  Only 5 considered ‘additional’
•  Only 2 had explicit financial pledges



The Path to Measuring New Kinds of 
Climate Action  

•  What criteria/thresholds to set?
•  How to account for additionality, overlaps?
•  What to do about vertical integration?



Challenges for the Lima-Paris Action 
Agenda 

•  How to integrate actions into UNFCCC 
•  How to discourage ‘greenwashing’ 
•  Ensure sustainability beyond Paris 
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